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	Totals

	Content
	The report thoroughly explains a current Texas policy and makes a strong, clear, and concise argument for policy change
	The report mentions a current Texas policy and makes a good argument for policy change, but could have been more persuasive
	The memo mentions a policy, but is unclear on specifics of the law. An argument is present, but lacks passion and states mostly opinion.
	The memo lacks a specific Texas law and/or an argument for changes to said law.
	
16


	Research-based Evidence
	The topic and problem are clearly identified with facts and data. Support for policy change suggestions come from scholarly sources and add to the argument in context. 
	The topic and problem are identified, but there are gaps in background information. Support for policy change comes from some scholarly source(s), but don’t completely add to the argument in context. 
	The topic and problem are vaguely identified and there are major gaps in information. Support for policy change comes from non-academic sources/opinion and don’t create a strong argument. 
	The topic and problem are not well identified and there is little to no background information. There is little support for a policy change suggestion, or absence of a policy change suggestion. 
	
10


	Organization
	The report is organized by placing details in a logical order. Information is presented to the reader in a thorough, professional, and systematic manner. 
	The report is organized by placing the details in order, but could have been more logical. Information is presented to the reader in a professional manner. 
	The report is not well organized or is illogical in its ordering of details. Information is presented in a casual manner that is not thorough. 
	The report lacks organization and is poorly structured. Information is presented in an unprofessional manner and lacks planning. 
	
18


	Conventions
	The report meets/exceeds the minimum writing requirements and is completely free of errors in grammar, syntax, spelling, and citation. 
	The report meets the minimum writing requirements and only has 1-5 errors in grammar, syntax, spelling, and citation.
	The report meets the minimum writing requirements and only has 5-9 errors in grammar, syntax, spelling, and citation.
	The report meets the minimum writing requirements but has 10 or more errors in grammar, syntax, spelling, and citation.
	
10

	Conclusions 

	Conclusions are logical and reflect student’s informed evaluation of current policy and ability to place evidence for change in priority order.
	Conclusion is logically tied to a range of information and basic evaluation of current policy. Reasons for change are identified clearly.
	Conclusion is logically tied to information (because information is chosen to fit the desired conclusion). Some reasons for change are identified clearly.
	Conclusion is inconsistently tied to some of the information discussed. Reasons for change are unsubstantiated or absent. 
	
12



Instructor: Jennifer Ross																																																																																												          	   							 Total points (x2)   ___132___																	          200


Introduction: This activity is an opportunity for you to closely examine a contemporary policy issue facing the state of Texas. Over its history, Texas has faced many problems and issues. As we learn through the semester, Texas has a unique culture, constitution, and government. You will choose a problem or issue of importance to you and address how the Texas government is currently handling the issue as well as how they could do something different or better. Large areas of policy examples include transportation policy, education policy, environmental policy, social welfare policy and many others issues. Select one of personal interest and objectively outline the nature of the problem. This will allow you to work towards finding a solution. 
1. A statement of the current policy problem
1. Reasons for initiating changes (why isn’t this policy working?)
1. Policy options to be considered (what do the experts propose to fix the problem?)
1. Pros and cons of each option (of those solutions, what are the costs and the benefits to each?)
1. Recommended course of action (which of the solutions is most reasonable to you?)
1. Reasoning for selecting that course of action (why do the benefits outweigh the costs?
1. Ways that you (and classmates) could play a role in the improvement of the policy (find local organizations, lawmakers to contact, non-profits at which to volunteer time etc.)
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General Guidelines for Term Paper

Your term paper submission must comply with the following requirements to be considered a completed work (incomplete items will receive a zero). Please read these requirements carefully:
 
1. The formatting requirements for the term paper are : typed / word processed, double-spaced, size 12 font, Arial or Times New Roman script, 1 inch margins (default setting), and a limited number of grammatical errors. 
1. The term paper is to have a cover page with the following information: Your name, course and section number, semester of enrollment, a word count and a title indicating the topic of your essay. The word count should reflect your own work (do not include citations, quotes, cover pages, or a bibliography). 
1. Each student is expected to utilize at least 3 scholarly sources (peer-reviewed articles from academic journals) for the writing assignment. We will have a library session on how to find these kinds of sources. For current events related information, use a newspaper, news magazine, news website, a court case or an actual law. The course textbook, Wikipedia, internet search engines, blogs and similar items are examples of unacceptable research sources on the collegiate level. 
1. Failure to identify sources is plagiarism. Provide the full MLA citation for all outside sources. All references are to be documented within the body of the assignment and on a works cited page. 
1. Only your own words will count toward the writing requirements. The writing assignments are intended to assess your comprehension of the material. 
1. This essay is expected to meet college level writing requirements; all answers are to be in essay format and the expectation is for each student to engage the topics using critical analysis. Please do not attempt to provide simplified or elementary answers if you wish to earn credit for your work. Take the time to fully explain your ideas and demonstrate the depth of your understanding to earn the grade you want. 
1. Do not use first person tones in research writing assignments. Writing prompts are designed to help you think about the topic, not to generate a direct response. First person tone is inappropriate in a college essay, but may be used in class activities.
1. There is no credit for partial work. The minimum writing expectation for each assignment or activity must be satisfied to earn a grade. Incomplete assignments will receive a zero. 
1. The term paper is to be submitted as one electronic file to the appropriately titled online dropbox. Again, all pages of the assignment (cover page, body text, and works cited) are to be submitted together. Additional assignments may be required through drop boxes on line as well. Assignments submitted online must be in one of the following file formats: doc or pdf. Other document formats are unacceptable and will be rejected by the dropbox. 


